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Dear Teen and Parent(s),

This handbook was developed to help families nurture responsible 

driving habits in teens by offering tools and tips on becoming a mature 

and responsible driver.

As Wright County continues to grow in population, the number 

of vehicles on roadways also increases and the need to drive 

defensively becomes more and more important. Mature driving skills 

are necessary to truly be a responsible and safe driver. These skills 

are learned over time with many hours of behind the wheel experience 

in a variety of driving conditions.

This handbook was created with input from teens, parents, driver 

education instructors, law enforcement, and health care experts in an 

effort to make the driving experience safe and more positive for all 

drivers, but especially our newest and youngest drivers. 

The Safe Communities of Wright County partners wish you much 

success and safety in your driver’s education.

 ® Allina Health EMS

 ® Annandale, Buffalo & Howard Lake Police Departments

 ® Buffalo Hospital, part of Allina Health

 ® Business and community leaders throughout Wright County

 ®  Minnesota Departments of Transportation and 

Public Safety (Office of Traffic Safety)

 ® Minnesota State Patrol

 ® CentraCare of Monticello

 ®  School Districts: Annandale, Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose, 

Dassel-Cokato, Delano, Howard Lake, Maple Lake, 

Monticello, Rockford, and St. Michael-Albertville

 ®  Wright County government: County Attorney, Board of 

Commissioners, Court Services, Highway Department, Public 

Health, and Sheriff’s Office

CONCENTRATE ON DRIVING
CRASHES AREN’T ACCIDENTS



Test your responsible 
driving knowledge

True or False:   

1.  The most important safety device in a vehicle is a seat belt. 
       o True        o False

2. Most fatal crashes happen on rural and county roads. 
 o True  o False

3. You may use a right turn lane to pass a vehicle that is turning 
left in front of you. 
 o True  o False

4. Drivers must yield to pedestrians in both marked and 
unmarked crosswalks. 
 o True  o False

5. The deadliest month on the roads in Minnesota is January. 
 o True  o False

6. Drivers sitting relatively high above the road tend to drive 
faster than those drivers sitting closer to the ground. 
 o True  o False

7. When turning right on a red light, it is only required to stop if 
you must yield to another. 
 o True  o False

8. For maximum control, always hold your hands at 10 o’clock 
and 2 o’clock on the steering wheel. 
 o True  o False

9. Operating a hands-free cell phone while driving is considered 
safe under most circumstances. 
 o True  o False

10. Low doses of marijuana do not affect one’s driving ability, 
and the effects of marijuana wear off after one hour. 
 o True  o False

(answers on reverse side)



Answers

1. True. The seat belt is the most important safety device in a  vehicle. 
That is why it is so important that it is worn (and worn properly).

2. True. Rural and county roads account for about 60% of fatal 
crashes.

3. False. Using a right turn lane to pass a vehicle that is turning left in 
front of you is not only illegal, it is dangerous.

4. True. Drivers must yield to pedestrians in both marked and 
unmarked crosswalks.

5. False. Although January roads can be dangerous, the months with 
the most fatalities from traffic crashes are July and August.

6. True. Drivers sitting relatively high above the road do tend to drive 
faster than those drivers sitting closer to the ground.

7. False. If there is not a sign prohibiting it, MN law allows you to take 
a right-hand tum on a red light - but only after coming to a complete 
stop and making sure it is safe to proceed.

8. False. In the event an airbag would deploy, holding your hands at  
8 o’clock and 4 o’clock on the steering wheel would allow for 
maximum control.

9. False. Research shows talking while using a hands-free method is 
still a distraction..

10. False. Even low doses of marijuana can affect the brain’s 
functioning and major impairment can last up to about five hours, 
depending on the individual.
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“We all share in the responsibility  
of ensuring our roads are safe.”
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Note: 

The information and statistics in this in this manual were obtained from a 
variety of sources including the Center for Evaluation Research, Minnesota 
Crash Facts, AAA Foundation, Minnesota Department of Public Safety. 
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Project Overview
On a typical day in Minnesota, there are about 217 crashes, one death, and 76 
injuries as a result of those traffic crashes--one every fourteen minutes. Riding in a 
motor vehicle is the most dangerous thing most of us will ever do, and we typically do 
it every day. 
Safe Communities of Wright County (SCWC) is working hard to change those 
numbers. Over the last several years the vehicle crash rate on Wright County 
roadways has dropped by over 40% and the rate of fatality crashes has dropped 
by over 65%. Established in 1997 to reduce crashes in Wright County, SCWC is a 
collaborative effort focused on safety education and prevention. Crashes are not 
accidents — they are predictable and preventable. 
SCWC continues to collaborate with a broad base of local leadership to address these 
areas and make Wright County roadways safer for us all. Local initiatives include: 

 h  Parent – Teen Driving Education Presentations 
In cooperation with local driving education programs, SCWC provides tools and 
guidance to new drivers and their parents. Over 85% of parents say they will 
change how they teach their teens to drive because of this presentation.

 h   WrightROAD/Wright ROAD 4 Teens 
This traffic safety education course is offered in partnership with the Wright 
County Attorney’s and Sheriff’s Office to educate motorists who have received 
minor traffic citations. Over 90% of participants say they will change their driving 
behavior as a result of this class.

 h   Sober Cab 
This is a local partnership between bars, beer distributors, county governments, 
and the community to provide sober rides home from alcohol-serving 
establishments.

 h   High School Mock Crashes/Crashed Car 
These events provide graphic illustrations to students and the community of the 
serious consequences of impaired and distracted driving, increase awareness 
of individual choices regarding seat belt use and other driving behaviors, and 
help familiarize attendees to the role of Public Safety personnel in the services 
they provide to the community. Conducted in collaboration with the Wright 
County Sheriff’s Office, Allina EMS, and local emergency response teams.

 h   Toward Zero Deaths Corridor 
Wright County Highway 55 is one of three corridors in Minnesota selected as 
part of a Toward Zero Deaths project to reduce crashes and increase safety on 
a stretch of roadway from Medina (Hennepin County) to Buffalo (Wright County). 

 h   Distance Dots 
Wright County was one of the few places in the country to pilot an experimental 
project to increase following distances by using DOTS on the driving lanes of 
Highway 55. The project showed a following distance of twenty-three feet.

 h   Older Driver Safety Initiatives 
Car Fit, a program offered through AAA, as well as safe driving presentations are 
offered through SCWC at no cost to participants.

 h   Safe Driving Programs for Employers 
SCWC offers free distracted driving presentations to Wright County employer 
groups.
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One Teen’s Unfinished Story
Phil’s Unfinished Story 

Phillip LaVallee was a 2012 graduate of Monticello High School. 
He was full of life, with a contagious smile and magnetic 
personality, the type of guy you always wanted to be around. 
He was genuinely kind and friendly to everyone he met. Phil 
was an honor student and record- setting runner. A fierce but 
humble competitor who invited his opponents to run cool downs with him after a race. 
His talent and hard work earned him a scholarship at South Dakota State University 
where he ran both track and cross country. Phillip had a successful freshman year at 
SDSU and moved home for the summer to work and train for his sophomore year. He 
was looking forward to returning to his team in the fall. 
On August 8, 2013, Phil was out for a training run on County Road 19 in Otsego.  It 
was a clear, sunny day and the road was straight and flat.  He was running on the 
shoulder of the road, facing traffic.  A sixty-seven year-old driver crossed over the 
center line of the road, into oncoming traffic and veered onto the shoulder where he 
was running.  She struck him from behind and he was thrown into the windshield of 
her van.  She continued driving until she hit a driveway embankment which caused 
her vehicle to launch into the air and roll multiple times before landing on its roof.  Her 
cruise control was set to 63.4 mph in a 55 mph zone and she made no attempt to 
brake or avoid hitting him.  There were no skid marks present.   Records showed that 
the driver received an incoming call from her husband at the minute of the crash.  The 
call went to voicemail.  After the driver’s van had been lifted they found her phone 
under the vehicle.  Many people told us they saw Phil running on side of the road 
that day, so why didn’t the driver see him?  She was charged with criminal vehicular 
homicide for causing the death of another person while driving in a grossly negligent 
manner.  
There are no words to describe the pain and devastation felt by our family, his friends 
and our entire community. We miss his presence in our lives daily, our family is 
heartbroken and forever incomplete.  But the real tragedy is the fact that Phillip’s life 
was ended by another person’s choice to drive distracted.  He was only 19 years old 
and was deprived of his hopes, dreams and future.  A few weeks before he was killed, 
Phil shared with us that his dream was to run in the 2016 Olympics in Rio.  There is 
no doubt that he would have made it; he had the drive, passion and dedication to get 
there and put 100% into everything he did.  But he never got that chance, and we are 
left to wonder what amazing things he would have accomplished and where he would 
be today.   
Just a few seconds of distraction can have tragic consequences.  Distracted driving 
claims the lives of 9 people a day, leaving their stories Unfinished.   Please put down 
your phones, focus on the road and Just Drive.  

Greg and Amy LaVallee, Monticello MN 
Due to the senseless and preventable cause of Phil’s death, we were inspired to 
do more to prevent these tragedies from happening. With the help of some family 
and friends, we started a nonprofit organization called Just Drive. Our mission is to 
save lives through awareness and education about the dangers of distracted driving. 
We host an Annual event called Just Drive Day www.justdriveday.org and provide 
presentations for schools and businesses at no cost. 
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Minnesota Student Surveys — 2019

Wright County Teen Crash Statistics
*The rate of crashes in Wright County has decreased by about 40% since 1997 when 
Safe Communities of Wright County began.

IT’S UP TO YOU! A coordinated effort of Education, Enforcement, Engineering, and 
Emergency Medical Services in Wright County communities has helped significantly 
lower the number of fatalities and severe injuries associated with motor vehicle 
crashes, however, it continues to be the responsibility of each and every driver on the 
roadway to make the right choice every time when behind the wheel.
*Our youngest and most inexperienced drivers are involved in the highest proportion 
of crashes. Motor vehicle crashes are the second leading cause of fatality for our 
teen drivers, aged 15-19. The greatest crash risk occurs during the first months of 
independent driving.
TOP CONTRIBUTING FACTORS OF CRASHES FOR TEENS ARE (from 2014-2018):
1. Driving in a careless, negligent, or erratic manner
2. Failure to yield right of way
3. Following too closely
4. Driver distraction
5. Driver speeding

How often do you wear a seat belt when you are driving or riding in a car, 
truck or SUV? (Wright County - 11th Graders)

 

Wright County Teen Fatalities 2000 - 2018
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During the last 12 months, how many times have you driven a motor 
vehicle after using alcohol or drugs (Wright County - 11th Graders)

When driving a car, truck or SUV, how often do you make of answer a 
phone call? (Wright County - 11th Graders)

When driving a car, truck or SUV, how often do you send or read text 
messages or emails? (Wright County - 11th Graders)

Minnesota Student Surveys — 2019



www.safecomm.org6

Parent Tips
 ® Sit down and discuss safe driving with your teen! Listen and address fears, 

concerns and questions.
 ® Provide extensive, supervised practice with your teen while they have their permit 

and during their first year of driving.
 ® Be a good role model when driving.
 ® Put a limit on the number of passengers allowed in the car and also restrict whom 

your teen may ride with.
 ® Expose your teen to many different driving conditions including wet roads, snow, 

interstate highways, rural and metro roadways, night driving, etc.
 ® Require everyone in the vehicle to buckle-up.
 ® Prohibit your teen from driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
 ® Be positive and encourage open communication!
 ® Be patient! Remain calm and relaxed during teaching sessions.

Teenager Tips
 ® Sit down with your parents and be open to learning from them.
 ® Practice, practice, practice — you will continue to increase your driving skills and 

abilities as you gain more and more experience behind the wheel.
 ® Be a defensive driver, be alert and have a good attitude.
 ® Focus on your driving and avoid distractions such as loud music, cell phones/

texting, and eating.
 ® Limit the number of passengers riding in your car.
 ® Be courteous rather than competitive to your fellow drivers.
 ® Follow the traffic safety rules and drive at safe, legal speeds.
 ® Always buckle up.

Studies Show: 
 ® One out of five teens will crash within the first 12 months of 

receiving their driver’s license. 
 ® Sixteen-year-olds are three times as likely to crash as 17 and  

18 year-olds. 
 ® New drivers who have strong parental involvement have fewer 

crashes.

Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
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Top Ten Traffic Risks
National and local statistics indicate that the top ten driving situations which create 
enormous risk include: 

1.  Inattentiveness — Driver inattention or distraction is the most common 
contributing factor in multiple vehicle crashes for all age groups.

2.  Excessive speed —Illegal/unsafe speed is the most common 
contributing factor in single vehicle crashes for drivers between 15 and 
64 years of age.

3.  Failure to wear seat belt/safety belt — Safety belts reduce the chance 
of death or serious injury by almost 50%. Almost 93% of Minnesota 
drivers buckle up on a regular basis. 

4.  Alcohol and other drug use — From 2013 - 2017 Wright County was 
among Minnesota’s ten top counties for drinking and driving incidents.

5.  Multiple passengers — With the addition of each passenger younger 
than 21, the likelihood of a crash increases. For 16 - 17 year olds, 
one passenger increases crash risk by 44%, two passengers doubles 
the risk, and three passengers or more quadruples the risk. When a 
passenger 35 or older is in the vehicle, crash risk decreases by 62%. 
(AAA, 2012)

6.  Fatigue and emotional state — A person who has been awake for 24 
hours causes impairment nearly equal to a blood alcohol concentration 
of .10, which is above the legal limit.

7.  Failure to yield right of way — According to Wright County data, most 
crashes involving teens occur at intersections with traffic signals or two 
way stop signs.

8.  Bad weather (e.g. snow, fog, ice, rain) — More stopping distance is 
needed. Slow down and don’t tailgate. Turn on lights.

9.  Night driving — Potential hazards are less visible at night. If you drive 
too fast, you can over-drive your headlights and not have enough time to 
stop when you realize there is a problem.

10.  Inadequate defensive driving technique — For your safety, you have 
to anticipate what the other driver is going to do and be ready to take 
evasive action to protect yourself and others.
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Driving Privileges
Once new drivers obtain their license, the question “May I have the car tonight?” will 
soon follow. As parents, we usually have mixed emotions-concern, even fear, about 
our son’s/daughter’s safety, excitement and joy to see new levels of independence 
and maturation, as well as relief that you no longer have to be a chauffeur. In order 
to make the transition to these new responsibilities a positive experience for parents 
and new drivers alike, both must agree to a whole new set of rules, responsibilities 
and consequences. Take a few moments to discuss and write down the rules, 
responsibilities and consequences that are appropriate for your family. As an exercise, 
some local driver education classes have surveyed student families and the students 
were shocked to learn that the rules are usually similar. The Parent-Student Contract 
on pages 17 and 18 may be a useful guide for your discussion. 

A rational approach to consequences 

Discussing “consequences” may be viewed negatively by students and parents alike. 
Before proceeding, it is important to recognize that there is a wide range of family 
values and parenting styles. This discussion is not intended to label any specific 
approach as good or bad, but rather to lay out two principles that families can use 
within their own value system and parenting style. 

Principle one  — Open communication

The more parents and teens can talk openly, the greater the crash risk decreases. 
Punishment does not substitute for driving experience. Practice is the effective 
response to inexperience and to problems which arise as a result of inexperience. 
Most teen crashes are due to inexperience. Parents must provide as much driving 
experience and behind the wheel practice as possible.  

Principle two — Choices and consequences

Drivers making high risk choices will likely have negative consequences. These 
choices may include not wearing seat belts, speeding and using alcohol or other 
drugs when driving. If high risk choices are being made by the student driver, parents 
will hopefully be able to impose consequences (restricting privileges) before the 
natural consequence of a crash occurs. 

Combining progressive privileges and rational consequences 

A natural strategy for parenting and/or mentoring new drivers comes from the 
combination of progressive privileges and rational consequences. As the student 
driver gains experience and demonstrates appropriate decision-making, he/she 
“graduates” to a higher level of driving risk and responsibility. 

Parents Did You Know?
Parents have the right to withdraw their consent for their child’s driver’s 
license. Too many speeding tickets? Bad grades? Breaking curfew? As a 
parent you may legally cancel your teen’ s driving privileges, for whatever 
reason, up until he or she turns 18-years-old. And you are the only one who 
can reinstate the privilege. If you feel like this would be a helpful tool, you 
can find the form online at www.dps.mn.gov
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If a crash occurs due to inexperience, the most effective response is to maintain the 
current level of driving privileges and increase the practice time until the skills are 
mastered. If the student makes choices which violate the driving contract and are 
“high risk” in nature, the recommended response is to restrict privileges. If the choice 
was to drink and drive, complete suspension of privileges for a specified period of 
time is advocated. Other high risk choices which violate the contract would also have 
consequences, such as a reversal of the extent of driving privileges. For example, 
loss of the night-time driving privilege or loss of the ability to have passengers. 

Following is an example of progressive driving privileges: 

1

2

3

4

5

Daylight conditions only. Unbusy streets and good road conditions. No 
passengers under 20 (except immediate family members).

Night-time driving with a curfew and no passengers.  
One day-time passenger allowed. 

Night-time driving with no more than one passenger under age 
20. No more than three daytime passengers under age 20, only 
if licensed more than six months.

All road and traffic conditions allowed.  
Maintain passenger restrictions.

No restrictions on driving. 

MINNESOTA’S TEEN DRIVER LICENSING SYSTEM
To further enhance safety, Safe Communities of Wright County recommends that 
parents/guardians place further restrictions in addition to provisions of the Graduated 
Licensing law. Below are highlights of the Minnesota graduated licensing law. 

Stage 1 - Instruction Permit

 ® Must be at least 15.
 ® Must have completed 30 hours of 

class room training and be enrolled 
in behind-the-wheel training with an 
approved driver education program.

 ® Must pass the state knowledge test.
 ® Permit holder may drive under the 

super vision of a parent, guardian 
or other licensed driver 21 or older 
occupying the front-passenger seat.

 ® Drivers and all passengers must 
wear seat belts or be in the correct 
child safety restraint.

 ® May not operate a vehicle while 
using a cell phone, whether hand-
held or hands-free except to call 
911 in an emergency. It is illegal 
for drivers of all ages to com pose, 
read, or send text messages/
emails, or access the internet on a 
wireless device 
— including when stopped in traffic.



Student’s Name 

Supervised Driving Log  
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Stage 2 -  Provisional License

 ® Must be at least 16, complete six 
hours of behind-the-wheel training 
and pass the road test.

 ® Must have held a permit for six 
months with no convictions for 
moving violations, or impaired 
driving violations. 

 ® Parent/guardian must complete a 
super vised driving log, certifying 
their teen driver spent a minimum of 
50 hours behind the wheel, of which 
at least 15 were at night.

 –  If the parent/guardian completes 
an approved 90-minute parent 
awareness class, the minimum 
number of hours a teen is required 
to spend behind the wheel is 
reduced from 50 to 40, 15 of which 
are still required at night.

 –  To ensure your teen is prepared to 
drive safely in various driving and 
weather conditions, teens should 
obtain super vised practice time 
well beyond the minimum required 
by law.

 –  The supervised driving log must 
be sub mitted when taking the 
provisional driver license road test 
and becomes part of the teen’s 
permanent driving record. 

 ® For the first six months of licensure 
driving is prohibited from midnight 
to 5 a.m. unless: accompanied by 

a licensed driver age 25 or older; 
driving for employment; driving 
between home and place of employ-
ment; or driving to/from home and 
a school event for which the school 
has not provided transportation.

 ® For the first six months of licensure 
only one passenger under the 
age of 20 is permitted, unless 
accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. Passengers under age 
20 who are members of the driver’s 
immediate family are permitted.

 ® For the second six months of 
licensure no more than three 
passengers under the age of 20 are 
permitted, unless accompanied by 
a parent or guardian. Passengers 
under age 20 who are members 
of the driver’s immediate family 
are permitted. Drivers and all 
passengers must wear seat belts 
or be in the correct child safety 
restraint.

 ® May not operate a vehicle while 
using a cell phone, whether hand-
held or hands-free except to call 
911 in an emergency. It is illegal for 
drivers of all ages to compose, read, 
or send text messages/ emails, or 
access the internet on a wire less 
device - including when stopped in 
traffic.

Stage 3 - Full License

 ® Parent must certify completion 
of at least 10 additional hours of 
supervised driving.

 ® Must have held a provisional license 
for at least 12 consecutive months 
with no convictions for impaired 
driving or crash related moving 
violations, and not have more than 
one conviction for a non-crash 
related moving violation.
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Minnesota Teen Driving laws
Seat Belts 
Minnesota’s seat belt law is a primary offense, meaning drivers and passengers in all 
seating positions must be buckled up or in the correct child restraint. Law enforcement 
will stop and ticket unbelted drivers or passengers.

Passenger Limitations
For the first six-months of licensure only one passenger under the age of 20 is 
permitted in the vehicle, unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. For the second 
six-months of licensure no more than three passengers under the age of 20 are 
permitted, unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. Passengers under age 20 who 
are members of the immediate family are exempt from this law. . 

Cell Phone & Texting Law
It is illegal for drivers under age 18 to use a cell phone whether hand-held or hands-free 
- except to call 911 in an emergency. It is also illegal for drivers of all ages to compose 
or read text messages and emails, or access the Internet using a wireless device while 
the vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic. It is illegal for all drivers to hold a wireless 
device in the hand while in a lane of traffic.

Drinking 

It is illegal for a person under age 21 to drive after consuming any amount of alcohol. 
Drivers under the legal drinking age with an alcohol-concentration of 0.08 or higher will 
face regular DWI laws and sanctions. 
Consequences for underage drinking and driving are loss of license for at least 30 
days and court fines. Teen drivers with provisional licenses whose driving privileges are 
revoked from a crash or alcohol/controlled substance-related violation cannot regain 
driving privileges until age 18.

Night-time Driving Limitations 
For the first six months of licensure driving is prohibited midnight - 5 a.m. Exemptions 
include driving when accompanied by a licensed driver age 25 or older; driving between 
home and place of employment; driving to/from home and a school event for which the 
school has not provided transportation; driving for employment purposes. The nighttime 
limitation is lifted after the first six months of licensure. 

Parents Did You Know?
Graduated Licensing Laws have been shown to reduce collision claim frequencies by 
10-20% in teen drivers with the greatest reduction among 16 year-olds.  Parents are 
one of the greatest influencers for their teen in safe driving habits.           

-Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
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Restricted Farm Work License

Fifteen year-old applicants may apply for a restricted farm work license which can 
only be used to assist the parent or guardian in the performance of farm work. The 
licensee is restricted to driving only during daylight hours within a 40 mile radius of the 
parent’s or guardian’s farmhouse. Under no circumstances may the restricted license 
be used for social outings or any non-farm related errands or events.

Motorcycle Endorsement/Mopeds

See www.dps.mn.gov

Parents: Know Your Role
Developing necessary skills for safe driving is a complex task and requires 
many hours of practice in a variety of driving environments. Driver education 
is a first step, but a parent’s role is crucial: 

 ® Be a positive role model when you drive.
 ® Review the Minnesota Driver’s Manual to refresh your own driving knowledge.
 ® Require seat belt use at all times.
 ® Practice with your teen while they have their instruction permit and during their first 
year of licensed driving.

 ® Give positive feedback frequently and remain calm while instructing your teen.
 ® Begin practice driving in an empty parking lot. 
 ® Practice on roads unfamiliar to the teen.
 ® As experience is gained, expose teen to different driving conditions - wet roads, 
snow, freeways, rural roadways, night driving, etc. Continue to monitor and train 
teen driver even after licensure.

 ® Always make safety the priority over mobility and convenience issues.
 ® Set reasonable limits when your teen is licensed, stick to the rules, and follow 
through with consequences when the rules are not followed.

 ® Discuss the dangers and consequences of fatigued and impaired driving.
 ® Choose vehicles for safety, not image.
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The Traffic Stop
When you’re stopped by an officer, follow these guidelines:

What to Do in a Crash

 ® Safely pull over 
 ® Stay in your vehicle
 ® Roll down window
 ® Tum your engine off

 ® Keep hands visible
 ® Don’t make sudden movements
 ® Stay calm and respectful
 ® Follow the officer’s requests

You can expect the following from the patrol officer:

 ® Ask for Identification
 ® Proof of Insurance
 ® Ask questions
 ® Safety precautions

 ® Lighting
 ® Back-up

 ® Stay Calm and get to a safe place.
 ® Know how to access your proof of insurance (can be on your phone).
 ® Stop immediately, but do not obstruct traffic if possible. Turn off ignition.
 ® Assist the injured. Call 9-1-1.
 ® Exchange information (ask for driver’s license to avoid receiving false information):

–  License plate number
–  Make/model of vehicle
–  Name of driver, address, phone
–  Driver’s insurance company, phone number

Hint:
Keep a pencil and paper in your vehicle so you can write down 
information of other drivers and their vehicles. It may also be helpful to 
take photos of the crash scene before you move the vehicles, however 
getting to a safe place is most important. Use your cell phone camera to 
take pictures of the crash and vehicles involved. 
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Driving Skills Checklist 
Driver’s education is a good first step, but a parent’s role in teaching students to drive 
is crucial. Parents can use the following checklist to help their student learn safe 
driving skills. 

Student Driver ... Never  Sometimes Always

1. Knows location of instruments, gauges, 
safety devices and checks them before driving.....................  o o o

2. Adjusts mirrors and seat properly..........................................  o o o

3. Wears safety belt without being reminded ............................  o o o

4. Works to maintain a safe following distance .........................  o o o

5. Demonstrates correct hand position on wheel ......................  o o o

6. Demonstrates the “three-second” rule...................................  o o o  
Count "1 - 1000, 2  - 1000, 3 - 1000" between the time the  
back of a car in front of you passes a stationary object and  
the time the front of your car reaches the same spot.

7. Is aware of other drivers’ blind spots .....................................  o o o

8. Checks blind spots before changing lanes ............................  o o o

9. Is aware of tailgaters and knows what to do .........................  o o o

10. Anticipates changing traffic lights ..........................................  o o o

11. Checks mirrors frequently .....................................................  o o o

12. Uses horn appropriately ........................................................  o o o

13. Signals before turns and lane changes .................................  o o o

14. Anticipates possible braking situations..................................  o o o

15. Appears relaxed and comfortable while driving.....................  o o o

16. Is comfortable driving at night ...............................................  o o o

17. Uses high and low beams appropriately ...............................  o o o

18. Adjusts speed to road, traffic, weather ..................................  o o o

19. Maintains a safe buffer zone on all sides of car ....................  o o o

20. Checks intersections carefully, pauses before entering ........  o o o

21. Sets emergency brake or parking brake 
before leaving vehicle............................................................  o o o

22. Demonstrates good, smooth movements and 
coordination during and after turns........................................  o o o
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Parent-Student Contract for Vehicle Use and Operation 
I/We, ______________________________________, hereby enter into an
                               (parent guardian)
agreement covering the use and operation of any vehicle by
by ______________________________________.
                               (son/ daughter)

I promise to:

o  wear my safety belt at all times 

o  request every passenger wear a safety belt 

o  never use drugs or alcohol

o  drive at safe speeds — at or below speed limit

o  obey all traffic laws

o  drive defensively

o  provide my destination and time of return

o  not lend the car or allow others to drive it

o  call you if more than 30 minutes late

I understand I will be required to pay for the following: (Check all that apply)

o  cost of vehicle

o  cost of fuel 

o  damage due to abuse

o  fines and penalties

o  collision damage

o   under B grade-point-average 
insurance costs

o  other: 

o  vehicle registration

o  maintenance costs

o  full insurance coverage

o  underage 25 insurance costs

o  costs due to driving record
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I will be responsible for the following: 

I understand my driving privileges are related to my  
performance at home and at school: 

  Consequences:

o  Duties at home done properly & timely

o  Respectful of parents & others 

o  Comply with family rules

o  Attendance, conduct, effort at school

o  Grades

o  Other:

The following privileges are agreed upon
(Update this section periodically.)

o  check tire pressure

o  report unusual performance 

o  have maintenance done

o  wash and wax vehicle

o  other:

o  check fluids with each fuel fill

o  clear or clean all windows 

o  do normal maintenance

o  keep interior clean

o  report when fuel under ¼ tank

o  daylight driving — 1 passenger

o  good road/weather conditions 

o  night-time driving — 1 passenger

o  eating, cellular telephone use

o  daylight with passengers

o  all weather/road conditions 

o  night-time with passengers

I fully understand I am legally responsible for my actions as a driver. We, as 
vehicle owners, are legally liable for damages done by me as a driver.

Signed on the ______ day of _______________________, ________

Duration of Contract _______________________________________

Parents _________________________________________________

Son/Daughter ____________________________________________
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Driving Test Sites 

Recommended Internet Sites

 ® Safe Communities of Wright County: www.safecomm.org

 ® AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety: www.aaafoundation.org

 ® Minnesota Office of Traffic Safety: www.dps.mn.gov/divisions.ots

 ® Minnesota Driver and Vehicle Services: www.dps.mn.gov/divisions.dvs

 ® National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA): www.nhtsa.gov

 ® Minnesota Safety Council: www.minnesotasafetycouncil.org

There’s an App for That! 
NEW: According to local focus groups, half of teen drivers admit to talking on 
the cellphone while driving and a third of them admit sending text messages. 
These days, There’s an App for That! In fact, several of them. Check out 
the Road Ready app! There are apps that prevent mobile-device use while 
driving, monitor speeds and location, and some of them even alert parents 
when a user tries to beat the system. The market is changing and updating 
these apps at a rapid pace, but all you need to do is search “teen driving 
apps” on the internet and a variety of options will be available for you and 
your family needs. 

Note: 
For further testing sites, specific services, or to schedule your 
exam appointment you can visit  this site: www.dps.mn.gov

Buffalo Exam Station 
(Lakeview Mall) 
phone: 763-682-7597

Elk River Exam Station 
phone: 763-422-3401

West Metro Exam Station  
(Plymouth)
phone: 651-201-7900

St. Cloud Exam Station
phone: 320-255-3044
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Prevention is Better Than a Cure 
4 Steps to Prevent Rx Drug Abuse 

Don’t Share Rx • 1 in 5 parents report giving their teen a 
drug that was not prescribed for them 

• 49% of teens who misused 
prescription meds obtained them from 
a friend 

Securely Store Rx • Lock your medication for storage and 
monitor access to it 

• 73% of teens say it’s easy to get access 
to parent’s medications 

Properly Dispose Rx • Drop unused medication in a take-back 
location or disguise it in the trash 

• Do not flush unused medication in the 
toilet or down the drain 

Talk to Your Teen 
About Rx 

• Take opportunities to talk to your teen 
about the real risks associated with 
prescription drug misuse 

• Don’t just talk once. Talk often. 

*Partnerhsip for Drug Free Kids 

 
Sponsored by Wright County MEADA (Mentorship Education and Drug Awareness). 

Visit MEADA.net for more information. 
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Notes



www.safecomm.org22

Notes



Visit us at:
www.safecomm.org

If you would like to support  
the work of SCWC, please send your  

tax-deductible donation to:
SCWC, P.O. Box 339,  
St. Michael, MN 55376

Safe Communities of Wright County is a 501c3 non-profit organization.

Follow us on Instagram 
@safecommwc



Crashes Aren’t 
Accidents.

And that’s why 
we’re here.

For more information on Safe Communities of Wright County, 
call 763.241.9888 or visit www.safecomm.org

Safe Communities of Wright County 
P. 0. Box 339  •  St.Michael, MN 55376




